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Background and Context

The issue of plagiarism is of interest to ACODE member institutions, including policy makers, teachers and support staff.  As the peak body associated with practical and policy issues in higher education in Australasia, ACODE funded an audit of academic integrity and plagiarism issues in Australia and New Zealand. 

This project was carried out through the Teaching and Learning Centre at Murdoch University.

Aims

The aim of this project was to conduct an Australasian audit of initiatives about academic integrity, including plagiarism and measures intended to reduce its frequency, culminating in the development of a repository of academic integrity resources.

Deliverables

The deliverables of this mini-project were stated to be:

· a snapshot of the current state of play in academic integrity in Australasia and elsewhere;

· a web-based portal to the collected information.

Methodology

A research assistant was employed to conduct open-ended telephone interviews with staff in ACODE member institutions, seeking information about:

· Policies, penalties and processes relating to academic integrity issues;

· Software employed (if any) to address academic integrity issues;

· Educational resources used to address academic integrity issues for both staff and students.

Institutional documents and policies were also collected and analysed.  Data collection commenced in November 2004, and concluded in February 2005.  

Of the 51 ACODE member institutions and affiliates, responses were received from 42, while  it was not appropriate for three affiliates (DEST, CAUL and CAUDIT) to respond. Of the remaining six institutions, two declined to partake, and four did not respond during the data collection phase.

Findings

In the initial project proposal, it was predicted that there would be a variation is approaches to academic integrity among institutions, in that there would approach academic integrity from a viewpoint of ‘stamping out’ plagiarism, while others would attempt to educate students.  However, the findings were largely uniform – almost every institution recognized that there was a need to educate students better about academic integrity, but they also recognized a need to make detection and disciplinary procedures more efficient and transparent.
The data that emerged from the research grouped itself around two major themes:

· Policy issues, including type of policies and approaches to policy development;

· Practical issues, with three sub-themes:

· Education of both students and staff;

· Detection of plagiarism and collusion through the use of software; and

· Disciplinary approaches and processes.

In addition, the project identified links to national and international websites about academic integrity and relevant publications, and identified a number of ‘good ideas’ which could be applied at other institutions.

Academic Integrity Website

The findings of the project are collated at the academic integrity website (http://www.tlc.murdoch.edu.au/project/acode/). A draft version of this website was released to ACODE members in September 2005, and feedback was acted upon to produce the final contents. 

This website represents a snapshot of the state of play of academic integrity and plagiarism issues in Australasian universities from January to August 2005. It is not intended that this information will be updated, and it will steadily become out of date.

Outcomes

The aims and deliverables of this project have been met.

Institutions are adapting rapidly to academic integrity issues, and the results reported here are likely to become out of date quite quickly.  Nevertheless, this institutional research will provide a valuable snapshot of the current state of play in Australasia.  In addition, it will hopefully assist institutions to refine their academic integrity strategies by learning from good ideas used elsewhere, and made accessible through this research.

The website has already proved valuable to institutions, evidenced by the following responses:

“Thanks for putting this together, I anticipate using it to change some of our practices here at VUW.” Stephen Marshall, Victoria University of Wellington

“I thought you had done a great job on the Plagiarism web site. Ursula McGowan from our Centre has written some more detailed feedback, and it is attached as a Word document.” Geoffrey Crisp, The University of Adelaide.

“Congratulation to you and other members of the project team on the

development of this extremely useful resource.” Clair Hughes, University of Queensland.

 “Good work and it's useful for our future directions” Garry  Allan, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology

“… the website looks good. It clearly states its purpose and provides a useful range of resources and a good snapshot of the current situation. Sue Mulcahy, University of Tasmania

 “I'm currently doing a review of Student Discipline for UTAS, and would like to thank you for the great resource you have placed on the web Audit of Academic Integrity and Plagiarism Issues in Australia and New Zealand. … Thanks again. This has been a real assistance to me in our review.” Carol Harding, University of Tasmania

The telephone interview methodology used in this institutional research was very effective in eliciting detailed responses from a high number of ACODE member institutions.  This approach could be valuably used in future projects.

